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Chinese mythology

Chinese mythology is a mythology that has been 
passed down in oral form or recorded in literature, 
including many varied myths from regional and 
cultural traditions. 

• Genre: narratives (stories/legends)
• Features: Imaginary; ancient
• Characters: extraordinary individuals/ gods and  

immortals/devils
• Themes：wishes or explanations for nature 

phenomena/human beings/ 
society/cosmos/history…
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Ancient mythology    Pre-Xia dynasty    No integrated system

classics

The Ancient mythologies are myths about the origin of man or 

the creation myths. It begins in ancient times (pre-Xia dynasty). 
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myths about Tribal war



Buddhist mythology    late Western Han dynasty

Is him/her a 
god?



Buddhist mythology

There is no hierarchy in Buddhism, only 

the difference of understanding and 

practices(觉悟与修行)

十八罗汉
自觉

观世音菩萨
自觉、觉他

释迦牟尼
自觉，觉他，

觉行圆满

Buddha

Bodhisattva

Arhat（罗汉/阿罗汉）
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Taoist mythology

Taoism can be defined as pantheistic（泛神论的）,

given its philosophical emphasis on the formlessness

of the Tao and the primacy of the “Way” rather than

anthropomorphic（人格化的） concepts of God.

pantheistic

Pantheism is the philosophical religious belief 

that reality, the universe, and nature are identical 

to divinity or a supreme entity. The physical 

universe is thus understood as an immanent（无所
不在的） deity, still expanding and creating, which 

has existed since the beginning of time. 

Pantheist belief does not recognize a 

distinct personal god, anthropomorphic or otherwise, 

but instead characterizes a broad range of doctrines

（教义，信条） differing in forms of relationships 

between reality and divinity.（from Wikipedia）



Taoist mythology Deities are arranged in a hierarchy



Taoist mythology Deities are arranged in a hierarchy



Taoist mythology Deities are arranged in a hierarchy



Taoist mythology Deities created the heaven(founder and chairmen of the board)

天宝君太上老君 太上道君

The Three Pure Ones（三清）

“道生一，一生二，二生三，三生万
物，万物负阴而抱阳，冲气以为和。”
                 （《道德经》第四十二章）

道（无极）➩混沌元气（太
极）➩阴阳二气，阴阳之相
和➩天下万物



Taoist mythology Deities

The Jade Emperor

Jade Emperor

The Jade Emperor is the 
Taoist ruler of Heaven and 
all realms of existence 
including that of Man and 
Hell.

Leader of all, the CEO



Taoist mythology Deities

Sanxing（福禄寿三星神）

Fu, Lu, and Shou are the 

embodiments 

of Fortune (Fu), Prosperity
(Lu), and Longevity (Shou).

high-level officials

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fu_(character)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shou_(character)


Taoist mythology Deities

Tudishen

ground workers (基层打工“神”)

Tudishen(土地神)

a tutelary deity（守护神） of

a specific location.

They are considered to be

among the lowest ranked

divinities



Taoist mythology gods immortals

gods immortals

Differences What is a/an
god/immortal?

the embodiment of “Dao” … a person or similar entity having a 
long life or being immortal

How to
become one?

by the formless force of “Dao“ By cultivating and practicing “Dao”
and developing special power

manifestation usually spirit(神灵) human（肉身）

images scared, grave，inviolable carefree, leisure

People’s
attitude

worship and revere longing to become one

official 
positions

usually have their own position and take 
charge of different things

have no official positions

Similarities Immortality…
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Taoist mythology Eight Immortals

The eight immortals are：
Lü Dongbin (呂洞賓)

He Xiangu (何仙姑)

Zhang Guolao (張果老)

Lan Caihe (藍采和)

Li Tieguai (李鐵拐)

Zhongli Quan (鍾離權)

Han Xiangzi (韓湘子)

Cao Guojiu (曹國舅)

Representing：
man

woman

the old

the young

the poor

the humble

the rich 

the noble 



"The Eight Immortals cross the sea, each reveals its divine powers"

Taoist mythology Eight Immortals

The eight immortals are very popular 
with people because 
• they all came from come from the 

human world 
• they have colorful and varied 

experiences
• they represent a large variety of 

people
• they offer instruction to worthy 

individuals and assistance to the 
needy.



Taoist mythology Eight Immortals

The Eight Immortals are considered to be signs of prosperity and longevity, so they are popular themes in

ancient and medieval art.
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Chinese mythology Are you an atheist（无神论者）?

gods/immortalsAs the science and technology are 
developing rapidly…

superstition

BUT

It is still relevant TODAY!
• It reveals part of the social stands in ancient China.

• It passed down great wisdom.

• It provides philosophy views for the nature/world

• It of great literary and aesthetic value.

• It serves as the education resources to develop cultural 
identity among children

…



Chinese mythology Take a look!

In science

In fine arts

In aerospace

In social life

In literature



• We are free to choose to believe in gods 
or not nowadays, but one thing is for 
sure, the values behind all the mythology 
stories can not be denied. 

• The Chinese gods and immortals are 
symbols of traditional culture. They 
represent the exploration and yearning 
for nature and society in ancient China. 
They convey all the great wishes for a 
better life.

• These mysterious "symbols" have been 
passed down in the form of mythological 
stories and are an important part of 
Chinese traditional culture relics. 

Chinese mythology



Chinese mythology

• We should protect these iconic figures by 

taking the essence and discarding the 

dregs. For example, like the proclamation 

in the movie“Ne Zha：I am the destiny” ：
“我命由我不由天”， resonating with the 

contemporary trend of personal liberation. 

• This way, we can not only revive these 

symbols but also share them with the 

world.
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