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Introduction
Architecture is both the process and product of planning, designing and construction. Ancient Chinese architectural works are often perceived as cultural symbols and works of art. This handout will briefly introduce ancient Chinese architecture in two parts. In the first part, it introduces the classification of ancient Chinese architecture, including defensive building, sacrificial building, mausoleum building, palace building, and garden architecture. And in the second part, two types of translation methods are introduced to state how to translate the relative contents about Chinese architecture.
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Part one: the classification of ancient Chinese architecture
Defensive Building (the Great Wall)
Sacrificial Building (Temple of Heaven)
The Temple of Heaven is located in southern Beijing. With an area of 2.7 million square meters, it is the largest existing sacrificial building in China. Built in 1420, the 18th year of the reign of Ming Emperor Yongle, the temple was where emperors went to worship heaven for good harvests. The temple consists of two parts-the inner altar and the outer altar. The main buildings are in the inner altar, on the north-south axis. At the southern end are the Imperial Vault of Heaven and the Circular Mound Altar. On the northern end are the Hall of Prayer for Good Harvests and the Hall of Imperial Zenith. The structures at both ends are connected by a 360-meter-long walk. There is also the Hall of Abstinence inside the West Heavenly Gate in which the emperor fasted for three days and bathed before prayer.
Mausoleum Building (the Ming Tombs)
Mausoleum building is a place where the dead are put and it can take many forms. The Ming Tombs are located in the northwestern suburbs of Beijing, about fifty kilometers from the city. They are the tombs of the thirteen emperors of the Ming Dynasty. Changling, the chief of the Ming Tombs, is the largest in scale and is completely preserved. The total internal area of the main building is 1956 square meters. It is unique as it is the only huge palace made of camphor wood. The ceiling is colorfully painted and supported by sixteen solid camphor posts, and the floor was decorated with gold bricks.
Palace Building (The Forbidden City)
1. The origin of its name: Purple Forbidden City
The name " Zijin Cheng " is a name with significance on many levels. 
Zi, or " Purple" refers to the North Star which in ancient China was called the Ziwei Star, and in traditional Chinese astrology was the abode of the Celestial Emperor. The surrounding celestial region, the Ziwei Enclosure, was the realm of the Celestial Emperor and his family.                               
Forbidden means that this splendid palace is the symbol of the supreme power and status of the royal family. In that case, this palace was forbidden, no one could enter and leave the palace without the emperor’s permission, the only result of violating is death.
City means that it is huge than you can imagine. The complex consists of 980 buildings with 8707 bays of rooms and covers 720000 square meters. The Forbidden City is the largest collection of preserved ancient wooden structures in the world.
2. The layout of the Forbidden City  
Firstly, the Forbidden City is divided into two parts: The Outer Court and Inner Court. The Inner Court includes the northern sections and was the residence of the Emperor and his family, and was used for day -to-day affairs of state. The Outer Court was where the emperor exercised his supreme power over the nation.
Secondly, The Forbidden City is symmetrical. The palaces are built according to the central axis representing the power of emperor and his empire. The Forbidden City was considered to be the center of the world. The Emperor was to be at the center of the cosmos, so the main axis of the city is North-South. The Hall of Supreme Harmony at the center of the city is where the Emperor held audiences. After entering the city, you passed through several halls and courtyards on your way to this audience. It was meant to make you feel small.
  Thirdly, The Forbidden City is focused on Fengshui. The palace city is a square palace city surrounded by a river that represents the forbidden city is the source of dragon, the emperor.
3. The colors and decorations of the Forbidden City
The Forbidden City was designed to be both beautiful and impressive. Its golden yellow roof tiles made it stand out from all other buildings in the area. Yellow became an imperial color during the Tang Dynasty and it was reserved only for the Imperial family while red represents happiness, good fortune and wealth in Chinese culture.
Chinese folk beliefs are based largely on the worship of various aspects of Nature, particularly the heaven, earth, sun, and moon. The patterns used in The Forbidden City were the totem of ancient Chinese people, the dragon representing the Emperor while the phoenix representing the Empress.
Nine is a lucky number in China. The number of nails in each door of The Forbidden City is 9.
Garden Architecture (Humble Administrator’s Garden)
1. The General characteristics of garden architecture:
The Chinese garden architectures are characterized by taking advantages of the environment so that the natural scenery and human interests could be merged. They shun symmetry along axis and adopt an irregular and complicated layout with plenty of large and small spaces. The appearances of a garden building should be aesthetic and expressive, and enhance the beauty of the surroundings.

2. The design of the classical garden
Artificial mountains and rock gardens
The artificial mountain(jiashan) or rock garden is an integral element of Chinese classical gardens. The mountain peak was a symbol of virtue, stability and endurance in the philosophy, of Confucius.
Water
A pond or lake is the central element of a Chinese garden. The main buildings are usually placed beside it, and pavilions surround the lake to see it from different points of view. The garden usually has a pond for lotus flowers, with special pavilion for viewing them. There are usually goldfish in the pond, with pavilions over the water for viewing them.
Flowers and trees
Flowers and trees, along with water, rocks and architecture, are the fourth essential element of the Chinese garden. They change continually with the seasons, and provide both sounds (the sound of rain on banana leaves or the wind in the bamboo) and aromas to please the visitor.
Borrowed scenery
According to Ji Cheng' s 16th century book "The Craft of Gardens,” "borrowed scenery" (jeijing)was the most important element of a garden. This could mean using scenes outside the garden, such as a view of distant mountains or the trees in the neighboring garden, to create the illusion that garden was much bigger than it was.
Concealment and surprise
Another important garden element was concealment and surprise. The garden was not meant to be seen all at once, it was laid out to present a series of scenes. Visitors moved from scene to scene either within enclosed galleries or by winding paths which concealed the scenes until the last moment. The scenes would suddenly appear at the turn of a path, through a window, or hidden behind a screen of bamboo.
Part two   translation methods of Chinese architecture  
Transliteration
龙王庙 Long Wang Miao
邀月台 Yao Yue Tai
牡丹园 Mu Dan Yuan
大戏楼 Da Xi Lou
Transliteration plus free translation
仁寿殿Hall of Benevolence and Longevity(Ren Shou Dian)
大戏楼 Grand Stage(Daxi Lou)
文昌阁 Wenchang Tower (Wenchang Ge)
永寿斋 Longevity Chamber(Yong Shou Zhai)
邀月台 Moon Appreciation Terrace (Yao Yue Tai)
神马殿 Divine Horse Stable (Sheng Ma Dian)
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