1. Introduction of Zhang Qian
Zhang Qian was born in Chenggu district, east of Hanzhong in the north-central Shaanxi. He entered the capital, Chang'an between 140 BC and 134 BC as a Gentleman and served Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty. 
Zhang Qian was a Chinese official and diplomat who served as an imperial envoy to the world outside of China during the time of the Han dynasty. He was the first official diplomat to bring back reliable information about Central Asia to the court, then under Emperor Wu of Han, played an important pioneering role in the Chinese colonization and conquest of the region now known as Xinjiang. 
Today Zhang Qian is considered a national hero and revered for the key role he played in introducing China to the world of commercial trade.
2. Zhang Qian’s Two Missions to the Western Regions
2.1 Western Regions
The Western Regions or Xiyu was a historical name specified in the Chinese chronicles between the 3rd century BC to the 8th century AD that referred to the west of Yumen Pass, though it was sometimes used more generally to refer to other regions to the west of China as well, such as the Indian subcontinent (as in the novel Journey to the West).
Because of its strategic location astride the Silk Road, the Western Regions have been historically significant since at least the 3rd century BC. It was the site of the Han–Xiongnu War until 89 AD. In the 7th century, the Tang campaign against the Western Regions led to Chinese control of the region until the An Lushan Rebellion.
The region became significant in later centuries as a cultural conduit between East Asia, the Indian subcontinent, the Muslim world and Europe, such as during the period of the Mongol Empire. One of the most significant exports of the Western Regions was Buddhist texts, particularly the Mahayana sutras, which were carried by traders and pilgrim monks to China. The Tang dynasty monk Xuan Zang crossed the region on his way to study in India, resulting in the influential Great Tang Records on the Western Regions upon his return to the Tang capital of Chang'an. 
Before the onset of Turkic migrations, the peoples of the region were Indo-Europeans divided into roughly two linguistic groups, the Saka and the Tocharians. The peoples of oasis city-states of Khotan and Kashgar spoke Saka, one of the Eastern Iranian languages, whereas the people of Kucha, Turfan and Loulan spoke the Tocharian languages.
2.2 The First Mission 138 BC - 126 BC
2.2.1 Background
At the time the nomadic Xiongnu tribes controlled what is now Inner Mongolia and dominated the Western Regions, Xiyu (西域), the areas neighbouring the territory of the Han Dynasty. The Han emperor was interested in establishing commercial ties with distant lands but outside contact was prevented by the hostile Xiongnu.
2.2.2 Purpose
Emperor Wu was determined to remove the threat and made active preparations for the military counterattack. 
Unite with the Darouzhi to attack the Xiongnu.
2.2.3 Process
In 138 BC, with Kanfu, as his assistant, Zhang Qian led more than 100 men to ride horses westward from Chang 'an (today’s Xi 'an). After entering the Hexi Corridor, he was captured by the Xiongnu, detained for ten years. After many tribulations, Zhang Qian finally reached the Darouzhi, but by this time the Darouzhi had settled in a place with few foreign nationalities. They were satisfied with their present life of peace and contentment and did not want to fight with the Xiongnu anymore.
2.2.4 Result
Zhang failed to achieve his goal and returned to Chang 'an, the capital of the Han Dynasty, in 126 BC. Zhang Qian's journey to the Western Regions lasted thirteen years. When he set out, he had more than one hundred people. When he returned, only he and Kanfu were left. Although Zhang Qian did not achieve his goal, he learned a lot about the Western Regions, acquired geographical knowledge of the countries in the western regions, and communicated with the Han Dynasty and the western regions.
2.3 The Second Mission 119 BC – 115 BC
2.3.1 Background
The Han Dynasty won a great victory by launching the third military counterattack against the Xiongnu. 
2.3.2 Purpose
In order to prevent the power of Xiongnu from rising again, Emperor Wudi of the Han Dynasty sent Zhang Qian on another mission to the Western regions to further contact with Wusun and jointly resist the Xiongnu.
2.3.3 Process
Zhang Qian led a diplomatic mission of 300 people, each with two horses, 10,000 cattle and sheep, and gold and silvery goods worth "thousands". He went to Wusun and tried to persuade the king to return to the east, but failed. 
2.3.4 Results 
The purpose of contacting Wusun and attacking Xiongnu was still not achieved, but he sent his deputy to Dawan, Kangju, Rouzhi and Daxia. To establish friendly relations with western countries and strengthen economic and cultural exchanges.
3. Significance
3.1 The Silk Road gets its name from the lucrative Chinese silk trade, a major reason for the connection of trade routes into an extensive transcontinental network.
Besides, it laid the foundation of the present Silk Road: China put forward the strategic concept of One Belt and One Road, which revitalized the ancient silk road. The silk road has become an important historical symbol of "One Belt and One Road", which makes us hold high the banner of peaceful development and actively develop an economic partnership with countries along the route.
3.2 Zhang Qian’s missions to the Western Regions exposed him to local conditions and customs. As a result, the Han Dynasty began to understand the western regions and established friendly relationships. Later, the Protectorate of the Western Regions was established to handle official relations with the West, which laid a foundation for the government’s jurisdiction of the Western Regions.
3.3 Diplomatic construction
It advocated the diplomatic concept of equal and honest exchanges, thus building a bridge of friendly exchanges between The Han Empire and western countries, promoting the cultural and economic exchanges between the East and the West, laying a solid foundation for the prosperity of the Han Dynasty and the opening up of later generations. 
3.4 Economic and cultural exchanges
Zhang Qian's mission to the West opened up land transportation between China and Central Asia, West Asia, South Asia and even to Europe. Since then, the Chinese have sold silk, tea, lacquerware and other products to the West and Central Asia through this channel, while introducing gems, glassware and other products from Europe, West Asia and Central Asia.
4. Translation tips
4.1 Transliteration
The Translation of Chinese place names should strictly follow the Chinese Phonetic scheme. For example, Beijing, Shanghai, Xiamen and Xinjiang, etc. For example, Hanzhong, Dayuan, Kangju and Daxia. In Xinjiang and other regions, it has its own language, thus some place names are transliterated by the pronunciation of the minority nationalities.
4.2. Conventionalization
Although the transliteration of some terms like Darouzhi and Kanfu is not accurate, it has been accepted and used by the public and has been used for a long time, so there is no need to change it, and this is called Conventionalization. These translations can be found in a dictionary. 
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