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Brief introduction
Seal-cutting, as one of the “four arts”, has a history of 3700 years. It contains profound cultural foundation and conveys China’s rich artistic contents. This handout will briefly introduce the seal-cutting from three parts. In the first part, it introduces the development process of seal-cutting from Shang Dynasty to Qing Dynasty, in which the seal-cutting successively experienced emergence, flourishment, decline, turning point and prosperity again. The second part mainly introduces two famous masters of seal-cutting, respectively Wen Peng and Wu Changshuo. And in the third part, two types of translation methods are introduced to state how to translate the relative contents about the seal-cutting.

Contents
· Part one: Development process of seal-cutting
· Shang Dynasty 
In this period, seals emerged and started being used in the government offices, where they represented authority and power. During the Shang and Zhou dynasties, the materials for seal making were mainly animal bone, copper (bronze), and pottery.
· Qin and Han Dynasties
In this period, seal-cutting began to flourish. There are three reasons. Firstly, Qin unified the world, forming a unified system. It not only developed a relatively complete system of official seal, but also unified the characters into Xiao Zhuan, and set up regulatory requirements for the text to make it symmetry. Secondly, this period formed its own style. The Han seal is flat straight and square with dignified deportment and balanced harmonious and natural cutting technology. It catered to the ancient Philosophy of “the unity of man and nature”. Thirdly, the technology was mature at that time. Qin and Han seals have shown remarkable skills and exquisite crafts in both cast and chisel. Even the "rushed seal", engraved with the graver directly on copper, showed quite skillful practices.
· Wei and Jin Dynasties
In this period, the development of seal-cutting began to decline. Traditional forms and styles of the Qin and Han Dynasties were on the wane due to social unrest, national separatism, the widespread use of paper (a popular writing material at that time), and the evolution of Chinese characters from seal and clerical scripts to regular and running scripts.
· Sui, Tang and Song Dynasties
In this period, seal-cutting began to reawaken and be under the period of incubation. The establishment of government office seal system and the changing ways of imprinting seals gave rise to a new seal art form that was radically different from that of the Qin and Han Dynasties. And then the aesthetic values of seal art began to be recognized.
· Yuan and mid-Ming Dynasties
In this period, there was a turning point for the development of seal-cutting, and appeared vigorous signs of life. Firstly, the leading person, Zhao Mengfu, added Zhu Wen in Yuan Dynasty into seal-cutting. He was a prominent calligrapher, painter, poet. Although he didn’t directly cut the seal, he often personally designed seal drafts for cutting. The style of his writing was rich and vivid, handsome and elegant, which made a great influence on the history of seal-cutting. Secondly, at that time, the signature seals prevailed. Mongolians who became the master of the Central Plains did not know much about Chinese characters, so they chose to use signature seals which had a unique, natural-looking. Although Yuan Dynasty is short, it exactly opened an era and laid a good foundation for the prosperity of the Ming and Qing Dynasties’ seal cutting.
· Late Ming and Qing Dynasties
In this period, seal-cutting reached its second peak period in the Chinese seal- cutting history. There are three reasons. Firstly, the stone material was widely adopted. For example, Qingtian stone, as one seal-cutting material which suitable for cutting knife, replaced some other materials including copper and rhinoceros teeth; Secondly, Yin Pu in Ming and Qing Dynasties was popular, which promoted the development of seal-cutting; Thirdly, different genres appeared. In the Ming and Qing Dynasties, there formed five Schools, among which Wen Peng, He Zhen and Su Xuan were three most popular schools. 
· Part two: Masters of Seal-cutting
· Wen Peng 文彭
Wen Peng was the son of painter Wen Zhengming, and regarded as the founder of modern seal-cutting. He also founded the Wumen School of seal engraving. Some of his famous works such as Qin Ba Yi Song Wan He (琴罢倚松玩鹤) and Jiang Feng Shan Yue (江风山月).

· Wu Changshuo 吴昌硕
Wu Changshuo was a Chinese seal carver, painter, and calligrapher who was prominent in the early 20th century. Wu devoted much of his life to studying seal engraving and wrote several important manuals on the subject. He learned seal carving from the Zhe and Hui Schools and was influenced by the stone carving of the Qin and Han dynasties. His unique approach to art, later known as the “Wu style,” was derived from traditional calligraphic techniques and combined refined artistry with generous forcefulness. 
  
· Part three: Translation Methods
· Transliteration
1) 仁和魏锡曾稼孙之印   Ren He Wei Xi Zeng Jia Sun Zhi Yin
2) 皇后之玺             Huang Hou Zhi Xi
3) 司马玺               Si Ma Xi
· Transliteration plus literal translation
1) 将军印             Jiang Jun Yin, General’s seal
2) 急就章             Ji Jiu Zhang, haste seal 
3) 《苏氏印略》       Su Shi Yin Lüe, 
                 Impressions of Sushi's Seal Engraving
4) 《小瑯环室藏印》   Xiaolanghuanshi Cangyin 
                     Impressions of Seals Collected in Xiaolanghuanshi
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