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The History of Erhu
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Erhu began in the Tang dynasty, with a history of more than one |

thousand years, which is called “Xi Qin” (ZZ%) at that'time.
The earliest recorded text of “Xi Qin” in Tang dynasty.is-the poet ((ﬁ
%= AME) by Meng Haoran.  —
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During the Song Dynasty, it was called as “Jiqin” (F#ZL) andhad
achieved a high level of performance according to scholat Shen Kuo,-
it is said that a minister Xu Yan’s had finished his playing'with-oné 9f
the string broken in front of the emperor and other ministers. wsm
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The Construction of Erhu
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Erhu Components

1. Qin pi/She pi (Z£ Fz /¢ 7
), skin, made from python.
The python skin gives the
erhu 1ts characteristic sound.

THIESE . N, R, BE. TR, RGN,

Flesedsiork. Hring: QlEajicilers Seer]. Bow. Shin, Srkdps Mep-
g Tuse. Sapprie
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Erhu Components

2.Qin tong (%:1%j), sound box or
resonator body; 1t 1s hexagonal
(llu j1ao, southern), octagonal
(ba j1ao, northern), or, less
commonly, round.
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Erhu Components

(;E 3.Qin tou (%:3k), top or tip of
neck, usually a simple curve
with a piece of bone or plastic
on top, but 1s sometimes
elaborately carved with a
dragon's head.
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Erhu Components

4. Néi xian (N 5%), inside or
inner string, usually tuned to
D4, nearest to player;

Wai xian (#}5%), outside or
outer string, usually tuned to A4.
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—8A¢E¥yg @ 5.Qin Gong (3 7 ), bow, has

Erhu Components screw device to vary bow hair

tension.
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The Current status of Inheritance
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‘Since fhe 197083 Erhu works have been adapted by overseasae..
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Erhu solo Siddhartha by Sun Ran  (FMH)
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Although the technique and
rhythm of the work are very
unique, it lacks the charm e (:Eg)gm‘;kﬂ---ﬁsg
and uniqueness of traditional Sy — o 8
Chinese culture. It is no thing |
to play for a while, but 1n the :
long run, it will only bring LR rfm uu GGG RN s )
down the standard of Erhu
players by a large margin, DB . ',:‘: ,‘f‘,” libwd
and make the Erhu art lose (el S R q1729100451

y gmal color.




”'\\

change from tra onal teachmg to systemauc and sc:1ent1ﬁc e AR
education, which Vi A i

of erhu become less ari: .
l 1; "i:.-, ﬂ" ,;,
less, the inheritanceafdi E T %
development of Erhu art =

is still very limited.




The Chinese Erhu Classics
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Moon Reflection
in Erquan
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It 1s a masterpiece of Chinese
folk musician Hua Yanjun
(PT4%) ,which shows the
unique charm of Chinese Erhu
art, and won the*20th century
Chinese classic music award”.
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The Enchant Evening { B %)

g

The Birds Sing in Countryside %511 {E)

isten to the Pines {FfFa)

Cold Spring Wind Song { FEH& X HH )

Moonlight Night { H %)

Flowing Wave Song {5 B )
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