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Ferdinand von Richthofen

• Germany

• in 1868

• the first person to propose 
the concept of Silk Road

• trade route between Central 
Asia and Changan in China

• no further study



Silk Road (in ancient China)

• traditional:  6440km

Central Asia Changan or Luoyang
in China

Rome

• new:

the Oasis Silk Road

the Southern Silk Road      

the Maritime Silk Road

the Grassy Silk Road
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Zhangqian

• 164BC-114BC  (Han)

• diplomat, traveler, explorer, 
and the pioneer of the Silk 
Road

• visit the Western Regions 
two times
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Changan-Hexi Corridor-Cong Ling Ridges-Dawan-Da Rouzhi

-Yutian-Changan

• “凿空”, the first trip 
connecting the inland and 
the Western Regions ;

• detailed resource about the 
Western Regions

大月氏3.0：新疆 匈奴：内蒙古

大宛：乌兹别克斯坦

长安：陕西西安

西域：帕米尔高原以西，西亚和南亚
的部分区域，以及东欧和南非的少数
地区
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Changan-Hexi Corridor-Yumen Pass-Shanshan-Wusun-Changan

乌孙：新疆西北、哈
萨克斯坦东南、吉尔
吉斯斯坦东部及中部

deputy envoy: 大宛、康
居、大月氏、大夏
expand political 
influence
No one knew Emperor 
Wu, they only knew 
Marquis Boweng. 
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