Utopian Literature or Dystopian Literature
[bookmark: _Hlk99549281][bookmark: _Hlk99484463]Tong Yumeng: Hello, everyone! I’m Tong Yumeng. I am the debater from the positive side. I believe that we should read more works of Utopian Literature. That’s my argument today. To begin with, the significance of Utopian Literature lies not in whether its imagination about future can be fully realized, but in the fact that it provides a powerful impetus for changing reality. Utopian Literature first got popular in China from 1900 to 1919, when the country was in a period of unprecedented turmoil. In those nearly 20 years, there were a large number of utopian novels translated from abroad and created by the Chinese. Those novels tried to depict an ideal society in China, which attracted Chinese people and inspired them to change the status quo, transform the civilization, and regain their national rebirth. Therefore, reading Utopian Literature today will also encourage us to change reality and to pursue a better future for Chinese people, and even for humanity.

Bian Wangqian: Thank you for your statement. Hi, everyone. I’m Bian Wangqian. I hold the negative side. That’s, we should read more dystopian works. You must have some ideas of this concept. To make it clearer, I introduce something fundamental here. What we so-called “dystopia” is indeed an antonym of “utopia”. Dystopian literature is a form of speculative fiction that began as a response to utopian literature. It explores the dangerous effects of political and social structures on humanity’s future. Ok, when we make these clear, let’s back on track. Compared to utopian works, why should we read more dystopian works in modern times? 
I believe some of you must have read George Orwell’s allegory Animal Farm, “动物农场” in Chinese. It is about a group of pigs who stage a rebellion against their human farmer. Yes, they made it. They overturned humans’ oppression, and set free farm animals, but what is surprising and ironic is that the same nature of oppression happened again. Why? Because they became the victims of a power-hungry pig. That’s what dystopian literature warns us: On the road of our joint efforts for a better future, there are so many dark places behind us. Can we just overlook them and indulge ourselves into a perfect world and dreaming about changing reality as we expect? No, we can’t. Because it is exactly those evil realities that block our steps towards a better world. Utopia always corrupts us and then disillusions us, while dystopia warns us and awakens us, especially in such a relatively imperfect world we are living.

Tong Yumeng: Well, I have to say, Utopian Literature is not letting us indulge ourselves into a perfect, unreal world and avoid to face reality. On the contrary, it is the description of that ideal world in Utopian Literature that makes people reflect the problems in the current society and then try hard to find ways to solve them. In The Book of Great Unity of Kang Youwei, “大同书” in Chinese, Kang created a world where man and woman, all people are equal. The marriage, in that book, would be replaced by annual contracts between husband and wife. I believe when people over 100 years ago reading these contents, they would think about: “Why can’t women have the same rights as men in our society?” “Why do women’s fate is to be abandoned by their husbands, and they can’t say no?” When they realized such kind of injustice, they would stand up and fight back. From this point of view, Utopian Literature does not condone human escape from reality, but rather alerts people to the problems of the present.

Bian Wangqian: There is no denying that Mr. Kang is a great man with some advanced ideas. But according to the history, his works and ideas only spread among feudal officials as he used it as a tool to reform, which heavily relied on the support of a powerless feudal emperor and his officials. As a result, his Hundred Days Reform failed due to lack of mass support. From this, we can see, firstly, his utopian works failed to inspire the common people struck in agony. Secondly, his utopian world failed to be built, as he was unable to find the main problems of that feudal society and unable to catch the biggest reality of China at that time. That is, feudalism has been out of date. Feudal supporter is unreliable. Modernization with a promising political system is the very right choice. In this respect, Kang’s utopian works made little difference at that time, let alone in current world, where the philosophy of gender equality has been rooted in people’s mind.
     
Tong Yumeng: Well, exactly. Most people assume that the perfect society depicted in Utopian Literature will never come true. And I guess most of the authors of utopian works might hold the same view. But can we say all the utopian works have no value in existence? I don’t think so. Dystopian Literature tells us what the world looks like, while Utopian Literature reminds us of what the world should be like. When we are so tired of coping with political struggles, territorial disputes, wars, unemployment every day, we can relieve our tension, disappointment and indignation by reading some works of hope. Just like Xiao Ranyusheng (“萧然郁生” in Chinese), a writer of Qing Dynasty, said in his work, A Journey to Utopia, “Because I can’t find a real civilized country in the real world, so I became more urgent and more determined to visit Utopia.” Utopian Literature describes a dream land of bliss. Admittedly, we may never get that dream land, but we can’t lose the ability to have a dream. 

Bian Wangqian: Yes, we can’t lose the ability to have a dream. In terms of this point, I totally agree with you. Also, I will never deny the value of any one piece of utopian works. But I believe we need dystopian literature much more. The setting of dystopian literature examines the weaknesses in social and political systems and the complexity of human nature. That’s really a vivid illustration of the characteristics of our true world, just in an extreme manner sometimes. Dystopian works are just like high quality realist TV shows that tell novel stories and expose complex humanity unknown to people. The facts behind the unknown are so attractive. The thrilling anti-gang TV series, Crime Crackdown, “扫黑风暴” in Chinese, adapted from real-life cases is a good example. The gang power even extends to the government institutions and public security organs. A living person asking for justice should be killed in public but unknown to others. It was so amazing. Yes, people need relief and hope through utopian works, but they prefer to face problems and realties. Compared to soap operas, Crime Crackdown’s massive popularity can be a convincing proof. That’s why we should read more dystopian literature. We need them, and people like them better.

Conclusion: In general, both Utopian Literature and Dystopian Literature have their values of existence, and we cannot simply deny any one of them. If you want to see what an ideal world for humanity looks like, you can read Utopian Literature. And if you prefer digging social ills and problems, Dystopian Literature will be a better choice.


