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Chopsticks
筷子

一、Introduction
1. Definition of Chopsticks
It is a pair of thin sticks that are used for eating with, especially in some Asian countries.

2. Various Types of Chopsticks
There are bamboo, wood, jade, ivory, gold, plastic, stainless steel chopsticks.

3. History of Chopsticks
Though chopsticks are used in many Asian countries today, they have their beginnings in China. Chinese history says that the Chinese had chopsticks as far back as the Xia Dynasty. Chopsticks are traditionally given to a daughter when she marries to show that they should have a son very soon, for "chopsticks" in Chinese is pronounced like “quick a son”. In China chopsticks are connected with good luck. So on the country's New Year's Eve, many families will lay out new chopsticks at dinners as a way of asking for good luck.

4. Development of Chopsticks 
In the Spring and Autumn Period, copper and iron chopsticks appeared. With the Han Dynasty came lacquered chopsticks, followed by gold and silver chopsticks in later dynasties. Today we have chopsticks made of plastic. The most expensive ones are made from ivory and jade. Chopsticks in their own way tell us something about Chinese tradition. In ancient times, the rich used jade or gold chopsticks to show their wealth and status.

二、Culture Related to Chopsticks
A pair of chopsticks is a symbol of human civilization and traditional Chinese culture. Besides, it represents cultural revolution of Chinese cuisines. 
1. Chopsticks Dance
Wide spread in Inner Mongolia, the Chopsticks Dance is often seen on festivel or celebrative feasts with only one man as the dancer. Holding a bunch of chopsticks in one hand or two hands, the dancer remains on the same spot, shaking his shoulders quickly, along with the bending and stretching of legs and rocking of body. In a relaxed and smooth manner, the dancer clapping his own hands, shoulders, waist and legs，etc. By chopsticks and then proceeds in a circle or goes forward and backward in a straight line. The dance's posture and movements are unrestrained and nimble; the ways of clapping chopsticks are flexible and varied. Reaching the climax, the dancer will be shouting while he is dancing to add to the fun.
2. Cultural Taboos of Chopsticks
First, don’t use chopsticks to hit the side of your bowl. 
Second, don’t use chopsticks to poke at every dish casually. 
Third, it is rude to stick the chopsticks in the bowl. 
Fourth, do not stretch out your index finger while eating.

三、Translation
所赐之物，非赐汝金。盖赐卿之箸，表卿之直也。--意译Free translation

The Emperor Li Longji once granted a pair of gold chopsticks to the prime minister Song Jing to praise his honesty. 
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