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Abstract:

Against the background of Chinese literature being brought abroad, understanding the
preference of western countries for Chinese literature is of increasing significance. Based on “The
Longman Anthology of World Literature” edited by David Damrosch, this paper demonstrates the
western countries’ selecting criteria, preferences and comprehension of Chinese literature when
editing important world literature anthologies in the context of world literature by not only
collecting, analyzing data and information, but also linking the concept of world literature created
by him. The paper intends to help the readers distinguish the differences of literature preferences
caused by diverse culture background, and this is beneficial for Chinese literature to find the right
direction, avoid detours to satisfy the need of western readers and finally reach the win-win goal

brought by world literature without changing Chinese features.
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! David, Damrosch. The Longman Anthology of World Literature, Volume A, The Ancient World, 1. Longman, 2004.

JE N “This volume includes major works from the cultures that created the world’s first great bodies of literary

texts between four thousand and a little less than two thousand years ago, in Mesopotamia, in the

Mediterranean world, in India, and in China.

2 David, Damrosch. The Longman Anthology of World Literature, Volume B, The Medieval Era, 1. Longman, 2004.

JE XN “By that point, a body of ancient works had been established as foundational for the later culture: the

Confucian classics in China and Indochina;...These and other classic works continued to have a lasting influence.”
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